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Protecting Your
Wetland

If you live next to a wetland, then you are the
first line of defense in protecting and preserving
it. Here are some things you can do to help:

Ask Before Altering Wetlands

In most cases it is illegal to clear, fill, excavate
or build structures in wetlands without proper
permits. Since state laws, local laws and some
deed restrictions protect wetlands and their
buffer areas, it’s best to leave wetlands alone.

However, if you do wish to do work in or near
wetlands adjacent to your property, you should
firstconsultwith the South Florida Water
Management District (District), as well as
review the deed restrictions for your
subdivision.

Never Add, Remove or Trim
Wetland Vegetation

While the wetlands next to your property
may seem unruly, you should resist the
temptation to add decorative plants, remove
unsightly plants (by hand or by using
herbicides) or trim any vegetation.

With the guidance of District environmental
staff, it may be permissible to selectively trim or
remove undesirable or invasive plant species to
enhance the habitat value of the wetlands.

You could also plant a screen of Florida-
native shrubs in front of “messy-looking”
wetland areas. In addition to improving the
view, these plants may serve to attract
butterflies, birds and other beneficial wildlife.



No Dumping

The law prohibits dumping any trash,
pesticides, herbicides or other chemicals in
wetlands. These actions harm native plants, kill
wildlife and degrade water quality.

ReduceLightand Noise Pollution

Bright lights and loud noises scare wetland
wildlife and disrupt their natural patterns. Avoid
shining lights directly into wetlands at night and
limit the amount of noise coming from your
home.

Planting Florida-native shrubs in front of
wetlands bordering your property can help
reduce the amount of light and noise entering
the wetlands.

Thank You!

By reading this pamphlet, you have taken the
first step toward understanding and preserving
Florida’s wonderful wetlands. Thank you for
helping to protect this valuable resource!
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